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Happy Holidays District 7 Citizens! 

As we gathered around the dinner table with our families and loved ones last
week, let us reflect on this holiday's true meaning. While many of us may have
been taught that Thanksgiving is a time for giving thanks and celebrating
abundance, it is also essential to acknowledge the flawed history behind this
holiday. As we continue to work towards reconciliation with our Indigenous
communities, let us use this holiday as an opportunity for education and
understanding. 

Let us unite in solidarity with our families with renewed empathy and compassion
this holiday season. Let us embrace understanding and show love for one
another in all aspects of our lives. May this holiday season be filled with love, joy,
and fellowship for our District 7 community. 



Thoughts from an Elder

District 7, Kiowa Tribal Perspectives

A Tribal Elder Thoughts
I had a well-known, respected, concerned Comanche elderly (80+ years) call me in spiritual
despair this past week. The tone of his words was terse and angry but also filled with anxiety
and stress. "I am at the end of my life but have no one to talk with you except you, my one
friend. I am so tired of all the loneliness, same physical and mental issues, and the feeling
that nobody cares about us when we get old.” I let him talk until I sensed a little relief when he
said "Thank you for listening heights. Believe it or not, it helps me get through the day. I'm
sorry if I brought you some imbalance but I did not know what to do and I had some crazy
thoughts in my head." Although not a Kiowa tribal member he reminds me of the many baby
boom generation of Kiowa tribal members living outside their traditional homes (tribal service
area) in southwest Oklahoma as a result of personal choice or past programs of assimilation
like relocation. Sure many of them left home to make a better life and did so in most
cases. Some returned to the Kiowa communities and made up the gist of tribal elders the
conventional government looked to for input and support. They are also the elders who
benefit the most from the related tribal services because they live in the tribal service
area. Tribal elders who live outside the service areas for whatever reason(s) are in need of
attention and assistance today in proportion to the current changes that have impacted the
quality of life for all, however, they are not "eligible" for many of these services from the tribe
because they live outside the tribal service area. Who made that rule, law, policy, or
decision? This question is a rhetorical question intended for our elected and selected tribal
leaders. Are we a sovereign tribe or not? As a sovereign tribe what prohibits us from
negotiating and making changes in our rule of government? We have a constitution that we
are having a difficult time following, in my opinion, and we have a political relationship with the
most powerful country on the face of Mother Earth. Both are subject to change, good and/or
bad. Why have a constitution if we are not going to abide by it (sounds like some dynamics
happening today on the national scene, haw?)? My point? The tribe must make changes in
government/governance to accommodate its tribal citizens and not always live/operate in the
traditional mode dictated by the federal government, otherwise, we are not a government but
a service organization, organized by rules from others, not our people. All Kiowa elders,
regardless of where they live, are entitled to those services available through the tribe if we
are a government according to our constitution (?). Sure I understand 638 contracts, federal
grants, and federal services have their boundaries, especially among tribal entities. And that
to receive related funding we must adhere to the funding agency's rules and
regulations. Times have changed but change is nowhere to be found as my grandchildren
constantly tell me (they are all college-educated professionals). That doesn't mean we, as a
sovereign tribe, cannot negotiate changes to today's situations/conditions/politics. The Kiowa
Tribal government has an obligation to all Kiowa citizens to work in their best interest to
achieve a quality life, including the negotiation of changes in rules and regulations of the
federal, local, state, and corporate entities. Our elected and selected tribal leaders must
address this situation for current and future generations of Kiowa people. 

Just because that old Comanche friend of mind lives outside the tribal service area
designated by federal rules and regulations doesn't mean he is not alive and entitled to
assistance from his tribal government. Unfortunately, he may not be around when change
occurs but at least his relatives can say he contributed to a change that should have
happened generations ago. Times have changed but change in times has not occurred with
all due respect. Our Kiowa Elders need attention as they approach the final turn in their



lives. Organize a voluntary means of checking on them within the areas of District 7. I do that
for Indian people in my area as communicated by the aforementioned experience with my
Comanche friend.

In my last column, I addressed the concept of tribal sovereignty and that our tribal citizens
might need to learn what it is in policy and practical terms. One of our illustrious Oklahoma
representatives highlighted Native American Heritage Month in this morning’s editorial page
of our local newsletter and closed with a comment I read as rhetorical: “This month and
always, it is important Americans celebrate Native American Heritage Month and remember
the role tribes and tribal leaders have played in American history”. I thought to myself, how
can one celebrate NA Heritage Month when they don’t know or understand the role tribes and
tribal leaders have played in American History as demonstrated by their attitudes and
behavior yesterday and today? Tribes must be aggressive in teaching and perpetuating their
being and existence today by teaching their tribal members about tribal histories, culture,
government, language, etc. under the rubric of sovereignty, from their perspectives. Our tribal
existence requires understanding and support of tribal sovereignty today and tomorrow. What
is the tribe doing to teach its citizens about the concept of tribal sovereignty as it relates to
our continuation as a government? Better yet, what is the tribe doing to teach non-citizens
about the responsibility of tribal sovereignty living and working together for the tribe and
state? Go ahead and ask your tribal leaders that question but be prepared to know and
understand their responses. Simply stated, the tribe needs a mechanism within tribal
government to teach and perpetuate tribal sovereignty to and for its citizens. I would suggest
the tribe organize an advisory committee of professionals and laypeople for this and other
citizenship engagement projects to become a permanent component of tribal self-
perpetuation, especially for future generations. Teach your citizens about being a tribal
citizen, state citizen, an American citizen, and the responsibilities that come with such
membership.

Finally, my family lost a younger member to Cancer this past week. He was an inspiring,
loving, caring, talented, and proud Kiowa man. He battled the disease for over 10 years and
never once complained to us as a family. Cancer, diabetes, covid, heart disease, social
disease, have taken many of our people in the past five years. Our Kiowa people have a
strong passion for one another in many ways. We should try to remember to demonstrate it to
fellow members and others. Take care of your family members, guide and direct the younger
generation as God guides you, watch over your elders, and try even harder to take care of
your well-being, and spiritual, mental, physical, and emotional health because you are the
caregivers of our people.

Here is wishing the best for all our veterans during and after Veteran’s Day, and to all Kiowa
people, the best possible family gathering and the healthiest Thanksgiving traditional feast in
the Name of Our Creator. 

Happy Holidays to all. 

Legislative Update



Legislative Update: Kiowa Tribe 
Greetings, citizens of the Kiowa Tribe! It is our duty as tribal leaders to keep you
informed and updated on key legislative matters that may impact our community.
In this update, we will discuss two critical issues, the Nominations and
Appointment Act and the ongoing issue regarding Tribal Car Tags. 

Amendment to the Nominations and Appointment Act 
The Nominations and Appointment Act was introduced to ensure a process is
being followed for nominations and appointing members to commissions and
boards for the Kiowa Tribe. As the Kiowa Tribal Legislature, we must utilize this
process for appointing tribal commission and board members. Those individuals
must be qualified and fully vetted to serve on identified commissions and boards.
This act also limits—the Chairman’s ability to appoint acting or interim individuals
into an appointed position. 

Ongoing issue with Tribal Car Tags in Oklahoma 
As some of you may know, there has been an ongoing issue with our Kiowa tribal
car tags in Oklahoma. There has been a lot of misinformation released, and it has
caused a lot of confusion for tribal citizens. 

Here are the facts as I understand them: 

A 1993 Supreme Court ruling states, “There are two circumstances in which



an Indian living in Oklahoma may use a tribal tag in lieu of a state-issued
tag.” Those circumstances include drivers who have registered their vehicle
through the tribe and “reside and principally garage their vehicle in the
tribe’s Indian country” and “for tribes with a valid compact with the state,
members of those tribes may lawfully use a tribal tax no matter where the
person lives.”

 
There is no current compact with the State of Oklahoma and the Kiowa
Tribe. Given our existing relationship with the State of Oklahoma, there is
yet to be a clear resolution if Kiowa can compact with the State.  

 
The Kiowa Tribe leadership met with other tribal leaders at the National
Congress of the American Indians in November. The Kiowa Chairman is
meeting with an attorney and is seeking to meet with other tribal leaders to
send a collective response to the State of Oklahoma. 

 
Only three tribes have current compacts for vehicle tags with the State of
Oklahoma. Those are the Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw. Reading the
current compacts, the Tribal Nations receive approximately 85%, and the
State of Oklahoma gets 15% of the revenue. The State of Oklahoma Tag
Agencies issue the Choctaw, Cherokee, and Choctaw tribal tags and can
access tribal Kiowa citizens’ address information.  

 
The State of Oklahoma also charges Choctaw, Cherokee, and Chickasaw
tribal citizens for tolls on the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority toll roads. 

 
If a Kiowa citizen receives a ticket for an invalid vehicle registration. Contact
the Kiowa Tax Commission and immediately provide the incident's citation
number, date, time, and location. 

As your District 7 Legislator, I want to assure you that we are actively addressing
this issue and fighting for our sovereignty as a tribe. Our tribal leadership is
working closely with other tribal authorities to find a resolution and ensure that our
car tags are recognized as legitimate forms of identification. 
In the meantime, we urge all tribal members to carry an additional form of
identification when driving in Oklahoma and ensure citizens have updated
insurance cards. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause; we are
committed to finding a solution that upholds our sovereignty and protects the
rights of our citizens. 



Kiowa Tribe at Fort Marion

On November 14-17, the Kiowa Tribe honored our ancestors at Fort Marion,
Florida, in collaboration with the U.S. National Park Service. 

Fort Marion, also known as Castillo de San Marcos, is a historic fort built by the
Spanish in the late 1600s. It has served as a military stronghold prison and is now
a popular tourist attraction. However, for the Kiowa Tribe, it holds more
significance than just being a historic site. 

During the late 1800s, Fort Marion was used as a prison for Native American
warriors and chiefs who were captured during conflicts with European settlers.



Among these prisoners were Kiowa Warriors and Chiefs, who endured harsh
conditions and forced assimilation during their imprisonment. 

The visit by the Kiowa Tribe to Fort Marion was a way for them to pay tribute to
their ancestors who suffered at this site. The event was filled with traditional
Kiowa ceremonies such as the Empty Saddle Song, Victory Dance, Scalp Dance,
and Charging Songs. These ceremonies were a way to honor the bravery and
resilience of their warriors and chiefs who faced immense challenges during their
time at Fort Marion. 

The Kiowa Tribe also had the opportunity to work with and educate the U.S.
National Park Service to help preserve and promote the true history of their
ancestors at Fort Marion. This collaboration has allowed for the creation of
educational materials, exhibits, and events that highlight the rich cultural heritage
of the Kiowa people. It also highlighted the importance of collaborating with the
Kiowa Historic Preservation Officer on any cultural and Kiowa intellectual
property.  

Through this visit, the Kiowa Tribe was able to honor their past and share their
traditions and values with others. The event served as a reminder of the
importance of reconciling our history and keeping those who came before us. 

In conclusion, the Kiowa Tribe's visit to Fort Marion was meaningful for the tribe
and the U.S. National Park Service. It was an opportunity to honor their
ancestors, promote cultural preservation, and share their traditions with others.
This visit serves as a reminder of the strong connection between history, culture,
and identity for indigenous communities like the Kiowa Tribe. So, we must
continue to recognize and respect the cultural significance of places like Fort
Marion to honor and preserve the legacies of those who came before us. Let us
learn from the past, reconcile in the present time, and protect our shared history
for future generations. This is a responsibility that we all share and must strive
towards together.  







More photos are posted on https://www.kiowatribe.org/district-7
Near the bottom under "Photos from Ft. Marion"

Job Listing

https://www.kiowatribe.org/district-7


Upcoming Events











New Tulsa Language Class



Our Upcoming Tulsa language class is still on its way.
To Sign up please visit: here

D7 Links

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1C3jiADTOk3PUPDbGplt58ABurCRqYr-YyI-AlxvLsxc/edit


Please bookmark and save https://linktr.ee/kiowaD7 this page will be updated with
easy-to-navigate links.
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