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Kiowa Police.................................................580-951-0046
Emergencies dial............................................................911
Enrollment....................................................580-654-6327
Tax Commission..........................................580-654-6319
Election Commission..................................580-654-6325
Kiowa Tribal Court......................................580-919-7060
Executive Branch..........................................580-654-6343

Tribal Operations
Kiowa Tribal Complex.................................580-654-6300
Human Resource Department...................580-654-6464
Natural Resources Department..................580-654-6470
Maintenance Department...........................580-654-6339
Security Department....................................580-654-6399

Housing and Community Development
Housing Authority.......................................405-339-8100
Transportation Road Program...................580-654-6330
Transit Services.............................................580-654-2053

Kiowa Education Agency
Child Care.....................................................580-654-6355
Higher Education.........................................405-648-0916
Head Start......................................................580-654-6393
Youth Development.....................................580-654-6375
Language Department.................................580-919-8300
WIOA (Workforce)......................................405-648-0927
Kiowa Museum............................................580-654-6366

Health and Human Services
HHS Mainline...............................................405-648-4080
Social Services..............................................405-648-0417
AOA...............................................................580-654-1590
Veteran’s Assistance Program.....................580-654-6454
Kiowa Food Distribution............................580-654-2618
CHR/SDPI....................................................580-654-2216
Kiowa Prevention Network.........................405-648-0901
KADAP/TOR...............................................405-648-0464
Indian Child Welfare...................................405-648-0936
Kiowa Re-Entry............................................405-648-0895

Kiowa Enterprises
Kiowa Casino................................................580-299-3333
Indian City Screen Printing........................580-951-0139
Kiowa Construction.....................................580-919-8279
Kiowa Gift Shop...........................................580-654-6359

	 DIRECTORY Kiowa Tribe Of 
Oklahoma

PO Box 369
Carnegie, OK 73015
Phone: 580-654-6300

Hours:
Monday- Friday 
8:00AM-4:30PM

WWW.KIOWATRIBE.ORG
(Click on Cauigu>Enrollment)

Forms can be mailed, faxed, or emailed upon request. 

The Kiowa Tribe News is a monthly publication available 
to all enrolled adult tribal members by mail.
The Kiowa Tribe News will also be available

on the Kiowa Tribe Website. 

The deadline to submit articles
for the next edition is:

January 20, 2023
Articles can be submitted via email to 

PR@KiowaTribe.org

or mailed to:
Kiowa Tribe Communications

PO Box 369, Carnegie, OK 73015

If you have recently moved, please update your 
address with the Enrollment office and Tax 

Commission. Address change forms are available 
on the website and at the Tribal Complex.

Schedule a Ride............................................855-820-6164

Chairman			    
Lawrence SpottedBird 
lspottedbird@kiowatribe.org              

Vice Chairman
Jacob Tsotigh	
jtsotigh@kiowatribe.org

	                
Executive Director- Interim

Mark Cody
mcody@kiowatribe.org
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Front page photograph
Photographer: AC Media

Photograph: Amanda Hill, Kiowa Tribe Historical Preservation 
Officer, Ft. Marion in St. Augustine, FL.
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Community Connections

The Aunko PahnTodope is finally 
home after a long pilgrimage; and for 
Augustine Moore, daughter of  Mary 
Ella Aunko (a.k.a. Ruby Hall-later in 
life), it is a day full of  emotion. “…
for me it’s like a big hug from her, my 
mama,” she said, “I just want to look at 
it and think of  her.”

The return of  the PahnTodope and 
pair of  moccasins was possible through 
the advisement of  the Association 
of  Tribal Archives, Libraries, and 
Museums (ATALM) and the Going 
Home fund. The safe transfer was part 
of  the closing ceremony of  the 2023 
ATALM conference this past fall. The 
Kiowa Tribe received the items from 
the care of  Shana Busyhead Condill, 
Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians and 
Executive Director of  the Museum 
of  the Cherokee People (MotCP). 
She said, “We hope this return can be a 
model to other institutions who all have 
the opportunity to correct the disrupted 
journeys many of our objects have 
experienced.”

In 2012 the MotCP received objects 
that were transferred from another 

museum. The Aunko PahnTodope and 
moccasins remained under the care 
of  MotCP but were never once part 
of  their collection. The mission to 
return the items back to their origins 
began with the MotCP Director 
of  the Collection and Exhibitions, 
Evan Mathis, who contacted Rita 
Wockmetooah Jimenez (Comanche) 
who viewed the cradleboard first and 
connected Mathis with Kelly Banderas 
(Comanche/Kiowa/Crow) in the 
Comanche Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office. Banderas and Tahnee Ahtone 
Harjo GrowingThunder (Kiowa/
Seminole/Mvskoke) then confirmed 
that the items are Kiowa.

Kiowa Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer, Amanda Hill, received the 
Aunko PahnTodope and moccasins 
alongside Anita Onco-Johnson, Kiowa 
District 5 Legislator; Kiowa Chairman 
Lawrence SpottedBird; Kiowa Vice-
Chairman Jacob Tsotigh; and the 
Kiowa Black Leggings Warrior Society. 
The items were announced as a new 
exhibit during the re-grand opening of  
the Kiowa Museum and Gift Shop in 
November.

Once Augustine was notified about the 
PahnTodope, she gathered her family 
and made plans to visit the museum. 
“There are no words to describe 
how I’m feeling,” she said, “…I’m 
emotional, but I am so happy that I 
lived long enough to see this here.” 
Augustine continued by sharing her 
memories of  her mother and the Saddle 
Mountain Indian Baptist Church.

The origin of  the Aunko PahnTodope 
is estimated to be early 1900’s, the name 
inscribed on the back reads Mary Ella 
Aunko, born in 1906. Mary Aunko’s 
kohn, grandfather, Lucius Aitson, was 
the first Kiowa minister for the church; 
John, Mary’s father, was the second. 
Built in 1903, the Saddle Mountain 
Indian Baptist Church was founded by 
the Canadian Baptist missionary, Isabel 
Crawford, and the Kiowa community 
who built, funded, and established the 
church. Augustine explained that she 
has many memories of  the church 
because of  her mother’s faithful 
attendance. “Mama raised us in church,” 
she said, “…there was once six of  us, 
now it’s only me.” 

Augustine said that she often 
visits Saddle Mountain or looks at 
photographs whenever she feels lonely. 
Now that her mother’s PahnTope is 
home among its people, Augustine can 
visit often and be rest assured that her 
mother’s memory will persists.

The Aunko PahnTodope returns.
By. D. Hadley
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Health and Wellness

In the Fall of  2023, KADAP/TOR 
did cultural awareness for the University 
of  Science and Arts of  Oklahoma. 
We partnered with Autum Dalman 
of  Native Americans Serving Non-
Tribal Institutions (NASNTI) to bring 
awareness about addiction in our 
community and the process of  healing 
through cultural and community. The 
students learned how and what it means 
to erect a teepee. The next day, the 
students learned about the talking circle 
and the teaching of  medicine bags. 
The USAO President Ms. Kayla Hale 
was also in attendance to learn the 
importance of  the teepee and how 
it was constructed. She also stated, 
“Thank you for bringing this amazing 
culture to our community”.  Mr. Martin 
Flores from the I Am NDN program 
at the Comanche Nation brought the 
teepee poles, canopy, and a story to go 
along with it. We here at KADAP/TOR 
appreciate our community partnerships 
such as, USAO, American Indian 
Student Association, I AM NDN, and 
NASNTI to bring us together. 

A very heartfelt thank you to KADAP 
and Mr. Flores for coming out to USAO 
in November for NAHM. The teepee 
demonstration was a highlight for our 
entire campus. Students met in the 
teepee for classes, club meetings, and 
other campus activities. The medicine 
bag making class gave our students a 
chance to learn about traditional Native 
medicines and how they are used for 
wellness. We really appreciated how 
welcoming both events were and hope 
to partner on more events in the future.

-Autumn Dalman USAO NASNTI 
Director

Sincerely,
Charles Nestell Jr., MA, LADC/MH
KADAP/TOR Director
C: 580-951-0656
Cnestell@kiowatribe.org
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Health and Wellness

Opioid overdose is a growing problem in 
the United States that is affecting Indian 
Country. The current opioid-related 
overdose death rate is 13.7 deaths per 
100,000 exceeding the national rate of  13.1 
per 100,000 (https://tribalepicenters.org/
wp-content/uploads/2018/03/AASTEC-
opioids-fact-sheet.pdf). Hundreds of  the 
federally recognized Tribes of  the US filed 
lawsuits, claiming that the manufacturers, 
distributers, and retailers knew that the 
Opioids were more addictive than stated. 
After a long and lengthy litigation that begin 
in 2017; Judge Dan A. Polster has ruled in 
the Tribes favor, reaching an agreement 
with the Tribal Leadership Committee 
(TLC) to settle negotiations.

The defendants include Purdue Pharma 
(the manufacturer of  OxyContin) and 
Mallinckrodt PLC (one of  the largest 
manufacturers of  generic opioids), both 
entered bankruptcy as a result of  the 
litigation. The pharmacies and Teva/
Allergan also reached an agreement 
with the TLC on terms for proposed 
settlements open to all of  the federally 
recognized Tribes whether or not they 
filed a lawsuit. Those settlements include 
three of  the largest pharmacies: Walmart, 
CVS, and Walgreens (pharmacies), several 
manufacturers, Jassen, Teva, and Allergan; 
and three pharmaceutical distributors: 
McKesson, Cardinal Health, and the 
Amerisource Bergen.

The Tribal Opioid Settlements established 
the Tribal Abatement Fund Trusts; 
consisted of  the money collected from the 
thousands of  lawsuits that were filed by the 
Tribes, tribal health organizations, states, 
cities, counties, hospitals, union trust funds, 
and individuals against the manufacturers 
and companies involved in the selling of  
opioids in the US.

Recently, the Kiowa Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Program (KADAP) received 
payment, $1,809,499.57, from the Tribal 
Abatement Fund Trust. Charles Nestell, 
Director of  KADAP, explained plans for 

a facility and possible ‘Healing Center’ 
to offer treatment and other potential 
programs that work in and around addiction 
and mental health. Other potential plans 
for the funds includes the following 
outline: A. Treat Opioid Use Disorder, B. 
Support People in Treatment & Recovery, 
C. Connection People Who Need Help 
To The Help They Need (Connections to 
Care), D. Address The Needs Of  Criminal 
Justice Involved Persons, C. Address The 
Needs Of  Pregnant or Parenting Women 
& Their Families, Including Babies with 
Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, E. Prevent 
Over Prescribing & Ensure Appropriate 
Prescribing & Dispensing of  Opioids, F. 
Prevent Misuse of  Opioids, G. Prevent 
Overdose Deaths & Other Harms 
(Harm Reduction), H. First Responders, 
Leadership, Planning & Coordination, I. 
Training, and J. Research.

Each of  the 574 federally recognized 
Tribes in the US has its own cultures, 
history, and traditional practices. Therefore, 
each Tribe is best suited to determine the 
most effective abatement strategies for the 

specific community it serves. Nestell stated 
that the KADAP program will be planning 
more community outreach that includes 
Talk Circles, AA Meetings, and other 
scheduled events in the near future.

Kiowa Tribe receives opioid settlemenT
By: D Hadley
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Kiowa 
Legislature

Get involed, call your representive!
KYLE ATADDLETY SR
District #1 -Anadarko

Tribal Cell: 580-951-0235
Email:kataddlety@kiowatribe.org

MICHAEL Q. PRIMUS II- Speaker
District #2 - Carnegie

Tribal Cell: 580-730-1592 Email:
mprimus@kiowatribe.org

TIMOTHY SATEPAUHOODLE
District #3 - Medicine Bluff
Tribal Cell: 580 919-1803

Email:tsatepauhoodle@kiowatribe.org

ALANA QUETONE
District #4-Lawton Area

Tribal Cell: 580 919-1132 Email:
aquetone@kiowatribe.org

ANITA JOHNSON-Secretary
District #5 - Red River

Tribal Cell: 405-313-5419
Email: ajohnson@kiowatribe.org

BENJAMIN LUCERO WOLF
District #6 - Elk Creek

Tribal Cell: 580-919-9235
Email: bwolf@kiowatribe.org

WARREN QUETON
District #7 - All Kiowa

Tribal Cell: 405 857-8408
Email: wqueton@kiowatribe.org

The Kiowa Legislature holds monthly meetings 
every second Saturday of each month in 
accordance with the Kiowa Constitution. Meetings 
are scheduled to begin at 9:00 AM. All Kiowa Tribal 
Members Are Welcomed to Join!
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	 Kiowa Education Agency

Congratulations Carnegie Senior, Kyesyn Autaubo, 
for playing in the 6th Annual Indigenous Bowl in San 
Jacinto, California! He represented the Kiowa Tribe 
well through his athletic abilities and sportsmanship.  
Kyesyn is the son of  Betty Kodaseet and Kyle & Kelsey 
Autaubo.

Congratulations to Lindy Waters III for being inducted into the 
Athlete Category of  the 2024 North American Indigenous Athletics 
Hall of  Fame. 

NAIAHF honors and recognizes the Indigenous sport cultures 
of  27 countries of  North America by recognizing outstanding 
leadership and achievement in individual and team athletics. By 
honoring and celebrating the empowered journey of  the annually 
inducted individuals and teams, the hope is their stories may inspire 
future generations to follow their dreams in athletics and life.
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	 Kiowa Education Agency
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In December, the Kiowa Tribe partnered with Hope Worthington, JOM/Indian Education Director for the Carnegie Schools for the 
annual Rock your Mocs event. We greatly appreciate being apart of  this event and thank all the students for sharing their culture. 



FOR FULL JOB DESCRIPTIONS GO TO:
WWW.KIOWATRIBE.ORG & CLICK ON "CAREERS"

How to Apply: 
Please submit the following.
•	 Kiowa Tribe Application
•	 Copy of  Valid State Driver's 

License
•	 Copy of  Indian Preference 

Form 5-4432 or Valid federal-
ly-recognized Tribal ID

•	 College Transcripts OR Cer-
tificates of  Completion (if  
required to qualify)

Submit to Email:
hr@kiowatribe.org 

OR
drop off  at:

100 Kiowa Way, Carnegie, OK 
73015

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
We are building a culture 
of innovation, curiosity, 
and compassion. One that 
enables every employee to 
make an impact. 

Take a look at all the positions 
currently available to you at 
www.KiowaTribe.Org

We offer competitive pay wages, 
great group benefits (health, 
dental, life), paid vacation, sick 
leave, retirement benefits and 
more. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Visit 
www.KioeaTribe.Org 
to view available po-

sitions! 
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COME JOIN OUR TEAM! 
VISIT WWW.KIOWATRIBE.ORG 

TO APPLY NOW! 



In Loving Memory

Don Tsonetokoy, 81, long-time resident 
of  Phoenix, AZ, passed peacefully at home on 
December 17, 2023. A member of  the Kiowa Nation, 
he was born in June, 1942 in Lawton, OK. He was a 
boarding school student in his youth; attended Haskell 
Vocational College in Kansas; and later received his 
BA from the University of  Phoenix. A Veteran of  the 
Vietnam War, he served in the US Army, 1967-1969; 
and was employed with the Indian Health Service for 
28 years until his retirement.

Preceded in death by his parents, Leona Tsonetokoy 
& Don Allen; sister Francine, brother Norton, 
& daughter Kimberly; survived by his loving 
wife, Angie Smokey of  37 yrs, a brother, Francis 
Tsonetokoy; sons, Ronnie Estrada (Tsonetokoy) & 
Tyrone Tsonetokoy; three stepchildren, numerous 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews.

Toni Patricia Pawnee was born July 13, 
1959, to Raymond “Chicken” Whitebuffalo, Sr. and 
Ethel (Ellis) Whitebuffalo in Clinton, OK and passed 
away Saturday, November 11, 2023, in the Integris 
Hospice House in Oklahoma City, OK.

Toni was raised in Clinton, OK where she attended 
Clinton Public Schools. She is a member of  the Kiowa 
Nation as well as the Pima Tribe, Cheyenne, and 
Arapaho Tribe of  Oklahoma.

She was married to the late Michael James Pawnee 
February 10, 1987, and they were happily married for 
32 years before his passing.

She is preceded in death by her parents, husband, 
grandparents, Benjamin and Phobe Ellis, and Olive 
Holgan, Aunts Georgia Dupoint and Pearl Woodward, 
mother and father-in-law, William and Alta Pawnee, 
sisters, Winnifred Winn and Hazel Fourkiller and 
brother, Raymond Whitebuffalo, Jr.

She is survived by son, Jeremy Whitebuffalo, of  
Colorado, daughters, Lee (Isaac) Rhoads, Arapaho, 
OK and Anna Helen Spottedwolf, Clinton, OK, 
sisters, Lela Cozad and husband, Daniel, Anadarko, 
Ok and Cheryl Gouge, Eufaula, OK and Billie Jean 
Propst and husband, Mike, Godfrey, IL, and Loretta 
Scantlen, Norman, OK, brothers, Lloyd “Chet” 
Winn and wife Cindy, Ethete Wyoming and Joe Fish 
Dupoint, Carnegie, OK.

She is also survived by 14 grandchildren, John, Utin, 
Trini, Damien, Cecilia, Ashley, Arianna, Jaeda, Jaia, 
Jayden, Stryker and Sadie Ann, Harmony, Rosie Iron, 
and her Furbaby, Hami.

Clifford Gerald Goombi was born on May 
61 1939 and went to his heavenly home with the Lord 
on November 18, 2023at  age 84.
He was born to Francis Goombi and Mae Ahkeahbo.
Clifford was an avid sportsman, be played football, 
baseball and enjoyed softball with friends. Some of  
his favorite teams were the Pittsburg Steelers, Dallas 
Cowboys, and the Texas Rangers.

Cliffords favorite college team was OU (Boomer 
Sooners!) Clifford also enjoyed wood work and 
singing with his sisters and church
friends.

Clifford was a proud member of  the Kiowa Tribe of  
Oklahoma, and was a decendent of  Millie Durgan.

Clifford loved his children and spending time with 
them. In addition to spending time with his nieces, 
nephews, and many friends. Clifford stayed strong in 
faith and trusted in God for all things.
He is survived by: Daughters Gayly11n Bradford and 

Polly Nugent: Sons Anthony (Tony) Goombi and 
Gcuy Lyn Goombi: Granddaughter Natalie Goombi: 
Sisters Comelia Pat Kopepsah mul Kay Cooper.

He is preceded in death by Parents Francis Goombi 
and Mae Ah kealtbo Goombi: Brother Gene Goombi: 
Sisters Kathleen Redbone and Letha Mae Peters: Sons 
Phillip Guy Goombi and Clifford Greg Goombi.

The family would like to extend their gratitude to 
the staff  al Glenhaven Retirement Village and the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home .

Shawn Ray Ware was born June 20th, 1962 
in Lawton, Oklahoma at the Kiowa Indian Hospital 
to Carol Jean Hunter and Biological Father Charles 
Slinker. He was raised by Lehman Ware, Sr. His Sunset 
was November 20th, 2023. He was enrolled with the 
Kiowa Tribe, and proud of  his Delaware and Caddo 
decent. He was a strong believer in his spiritual and 
traditional ways. He graduated from Riverside Indian 
School in Anadarko, Oklahoma. He graduated from 
Haskell Indian Jr. College where he received his 
Associates Degree and also attended the University of  
Wyoming.
Shawn married Claire St. Clair, on July 13, 1984. 
Their children are Stanford Charles Ware “Doobie” 
(Sammi), Dylan Al Ware “Dill” (Braylee), Rollin Fox 
Ware “Rollin” (Whitney), Jade Leon Ware “Jader” 
and Brooke Allen (Katherine). Oldest Granddaughter 
Inila’le Ware, Cynthia C. St. Clair (Josie), Kynlee 
Red-Fawn Ware, grandsons Jayce Landon Ware, Cyan 
Joseph Ware, Keenan Avery Ware, Lennix Leon Ware.

Shawn enjoyed spending time with his family and 
friends as well as many other hobbies. He was well 
known for being an artist, photographer, and painter. 
He spent a lot of  time hunting, fishing, kayaking, and 
riding his Harley. Shawn loved to bead, cook, make 
chokecherry wine and was an amazing craftsman & 
landscaper. He was also known to be a horseman, 
along with being a dancer, singer, and drummer. 
He also was a great announcer/MC for Pow-wows, 
Rodeos, and Indian Relays. He was also a huge fan of  
the Oklahoma Sooners. For work, Shawn wore many 
hats including being an art educator/teacher, teaching 
sign language, truck driving, Sho-Rap Firefighter, oil 



field hand, heavy equipment operator and a cultural 
consultant to the Grid United SS Project for the 
Kiowa Tribe.

He is survived by his siblings Sharon Sebert of  
Edmond, OK; Vincent McCarthy and wife Elaine of  
San Marcos, CA; Lyndrith “Hooter” Ware and wife 
Valerie of  Ethete, Wyoming; Jacqueline “Bobo” Ware 
of  Anadarko; Denise “Judge” Horse and husband 
Gary “Ardy” of  Anadarko; Monique “Q-ball” 
Ware and companion Juan Perez of  Lawton, OK; 
LaDonna “Tuffy” Parton of  Anadarko, OK; Derith 
“Punky” Secondine and husband John of  Anadarko, 
OK; Lucy Slinker of  Tulsa OK. Lance “Chan” 
Ware of  Anadarko, OK Lehman Ware Jr “Junior” 
and wife Jenna of  Albuquerque, NM. Sisters Lucy 
Slinker, Dolly Slinker, Dorena Slinker and brother 
Leon Slinker. Three aunts; Judith Hunter-Ware and 
companion Terry Ware of  Anadarko, Karla Forbes of  
Semmes, Alabama; and Gayla Ahtone, of  Ardmore, 
OK; Carolyn Hunter of  Edmond, OK; Three uncles; 
Jackie Hunter of  Oklahoma City; Terry Hunter and 
wife Sharon of  Anadarko, OK; and Robert Alexander 
of  Burns Flat, OK. One grandma Mattie Botone of  
Anadarko, OK.

Shawn was preceded in death by his parents Lehman 
& Carol, Uncles Richard “Dickie” Hunter, Dennis 
Hunter, Leon “Porky” Hunter, Mikey Hunter, James 
Hunter Sr. and aunt Teresa Hunter. Niece Tasha Jean 
Ware and nephews Gerald Killsfirst and Benjamin 
Arguello; Grandsons Caeden Neil Tartsah and 
Kendon Pahn-mye Cozad. His aunt LoDema “Okie” 
Hunter. Also brother-in-laws, Brian Parton and Rick 
Sebert.

Bruce Dean Poolaw, a beloved member of  
the Kiowa Tribe, a passionate advocate for education, 
and a dedicated public servant. Born on October 1, 
1941, to Justin & Lucille Poolaw at the Lawton Indian 
hospital in Lawton, OK. Bruce peacefully left this 
world on November 20, 2023, in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 
He was proud graduate of Mountain View High School 
class of 1959, Bruce’s commitment to education remained 
unwavering throughout his life. A devoted member of the 

Kiowa Tribe, Bruce’s pride in his heritage was evident in 
every aspect of  his life. He was an avid supporter of  
the University of  Oklahoma, displaying a true passion 
for the Sooners as a dedicated fan. Bruce furthered his 
education at the esteemed University of  Oklahoma, 
where he earned two master’s degrees-one in Native 
American Studies and another in Human Relations.

Bruce was an active and cherished member of  the 
Rainy Mountain Kiowa Baptist Church, where his 
faith played a central role in shaping his character and 
guiding his actions. In service to his tribe, he served 
with distinction as the Kiowa Tribal Administrator 
and Commissioner on the Kiowa Housing Authority, 
contributing significantly to the well-being of  his 
community.
A man of  many talents and interests, Bruce dedicat-
ed 15 years of  his life to the Mountain View School 
Board, where his insights and passion for education 
left an indelible mark. His commitment extended to 
the Masonic Lodge, where he was a valued member, 
and his career in law enforcement spanned various 
locations across Oklahoma.

Bruce Dean Poolaw leaves behind a legacy of  service, 
dedication, and a profound love for his community. 
He will be remembered as a loving family man, a 
steadfast friend, and a tireless advocate for the causes 
he held dear. His impact on the lives he touched will 
resonate for generations to come.

Survivors Include:
Companion: Sharon
Sons: Patrick, Dean John and Charlie
Grandchildren: Dakota (was raised by Bruce), Donald 
Justin & Dyani and numerous other grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren
Sisters: Toni, Myrna, & Rhonda
A host of  nephews, A Special Nephew Kiowa George 
Poolaw, nieces, cousins and friends

He is preceded in death by his wife Mary Ellen, 
parents: Justin & Lucille Poolaw, Brothers: George 
& Ron, Sister Arlene, Daughters: Deanna & Denise, 
Sons: Dale, Donnie, Danny, & Michael.

Fredric (Freddie) Luke Cozad, 47, 
was born January 20th, 1976 to Lewis and Mabel 
(Tsoodle) Cozad. He departed this life peacefully to 
join his Lord and Savior on November 29th, 2023 in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. As a young boy, Freddie 
received his Kiowa name, Koy-Hodle, which translates 
to “lungs.” He treasured his Kiowa name, as it was 
passed down to him by his maternal grandfather, 
Fred Tsoodle. His paternal grandparents are the late 
Leonard Cozad, Sr. and Eva (Ahhaitty) Cozad. His 
maternal grandparents are the late Fred and Peggy 
(Toyebo) Tsoodle. Freddie was an enrolled member of  
the Kiowa Tribe and doted to others about being full-
blood. He was a faithful member of  Rainy Mountain 
Kiowa Indian Baptist Church, where, as a young boy, 
he dedicated his life to the Lord in Christian baptism. 
His knowledge of  kgoye-daw-k’ya-daw-gya (Kiowa 
Church hymns) was instilled in him as a young boy 
and he carried this responsibility of  song with him all 
of  his days. He was treasured by the Rainy Mountain 
congregation as a Kiowa song leader and also by the 
Kiowa people. Through his singing of  Kiowa hymns, 
he consoled countless grieving families and uplifted 
others in joyful prayer. Even at his youthful age of  47, 
he left a powerful legacy of  song and knowledge to 
the next generation of  Kiowa people. Freddie earned 
his high school diploma from Anadarko High School. 
After high school, he attended college at Oklahoma 
City University. Through his studies, he was able to 
express and develop his artistic talents in drawing 
and music. Freddie was a treasured teacher and song 
keeper in the Kiowa tribe’s language and culture 
program. Freddie’s earliest and fondest memories 
as a boy and young man were in the Kiowa Gourd 
Clan arena, where he later became a loyal member 
and advisor. Throughout his life, Freddie traveled 
extensively across the United States and Canada. 
While making his footprints across Indian country, 
he formed numerous lifelong kinships, of  which he 
always revered. In the southern style, Freddie was a 
world champion singer with his family drum group, 
Cozad. As a true Kiowa, Freddie’s favorite past time 
was playing handgame. He was a proud captain of  
the Camp 7 handgame team, whom he considers his 
family. The most recent highlight of  his handgame 
experience, was receiving “Best Singing Team” while 
representing the Kiowa Tribe at the 2022 Crow 
Nation Sr. Handgames im Crow Agency, Montana. 
Survivors include his father, Lewis Cozad, his mother, 
Mabel (Tsoodle) Cozad, sisters, Leora Guerrero and 
husband, Julian Sr., and Amelia Lew Koshiway, special 
nephews (sons), Julian Guerrero, Jr., and Tristan 
Koshiway, special nieces (daughters), Julia Guerre-
ro, Angel Koshiway, Aubree Koshiway, and his first 
grandbaby, Sophia Leona Naomi, whom he doted on. 
He also leaves behind a host of  other relatives and 
loved ones



Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma

100 Kiowa Way 
Carnegie, OK 73015

Snow much 
cash, snow 
many 
winnings. 
Every Friday 
and Saturday 
in January, 
we’ll be 
calling one 
winner from 
8 PM - 10 
PM to win 
up to $500in 
freeplay or 
$2400 in cash! 
Will we see 
you there?

Kiowa Casino
514 ST HWY 9
Carnegie, OK

To book AC Media to shoot 
your next event 

visit 
AdrielClementsMedia.com! 


